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meat is poor. They object to paying for meat of which they can eat only a small proportion owing to its leathery texture. This discrimination would be accentuated if subsidies were reduced or removed and if meat were derationed. High quality in imported meat will be necessary therefore if adequate consumption is to he maintained in the future.
Beef
The situation in respect to beef has changed in several ways since prewar days. Beef is no longer sent here from Argentina, our main supplier before the war, as 'interest' on capital invested there, but has to be paid for by exports or in other ways. In this country the dairy industry has been expanded greatly, so that it is taking much of the supplies of winter feeding-stuffs which formerly were used for winter fattening. The importation of feeding-stuffs has been much reduced owing to the difficulties associated with the 'iron and dollar curtains', and this, associated with the recent increase in price of sugar-beet pulp, the main winter feed for fattening cattle, has tended to make our beef supply more seasonal, most of it now being produced off grass in the autumn. Overseas supplies of beef to supplement the home production are, therefore, likely to be most welcome from January to July unless more adequate cold storage space can be provided in this country for supplies arriving at other times. The possible supply of groundnut cake and other feeding-stuffs from overseas would do much to improve the beef production of this country. It is to be hoped too that increased supplies of beef from the efforts now being made in Australia will not be too long delayed.
Mutton and lamb Very much the same changes have taken place with mutton and lamb as with beef, and it is from January to July that supplies are most needed from overseas to ensure an even supply throughout the year. But for the increased supplies which have come from New Zealand in recent years, we should have been very badly supplied with mutton and lamb, and it is good to hear that we may expect to have an increase in the amount from Australia in the near future. More cold storage space is again necessary if an even supply is to be maintained all the year round. In countries like Australia and South Africa, as we have heard, a seasonal drought is liable to reduce supplies in certain years; it would seem, therefore, that additional cold storage space to maintain a reserve would be a wise provision if we are to depend on supplies from such sources.
Pork
Supplies of pork are now almost negligible in this country, since the home-bred pigs have been used almost entirely for bacon (Callow, 1950) . Before the war about half our pigs were used for pork, but the loss of much of the feeding-stuffs then used for pigs, mainly maize, and wheat-milling offals from white bread production, has reduced the numbers considerably so that they are now sufficient only for bacon. From this fact and fromwhat we have heard in the papers read this morning (Heywood, 1950; Hopkirk, 1950; Robertson, 1950 ) the outlook for future pork supplies in this country is very black. Supplies of pork from the continent of Europe are now being considered, but https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1079/BJN19500014
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Commonwealth contributions to the British diet 79 they entail the great risk of possibly introducing foot-and-mouth disease or swine fever which might endanger the whole animal industry here. There is more need for supplies of pork from overseas than of any other product. Before the war large quantities of frozen pork came from New Zealand and Australia and it is to be hoped that the difficulties there will soon be overcome. The possibility of pork from South Africa (van der Post, 1950) gives a ray of hope and, if the dollar problem could be solved, Canada could do a lot to help in this respect. Stepping up home production is entirely a matter of supplies of feeding-stuffs, and possibly the sorghum from Australia, and soya-bean by-products, if their production is a success, from Africa, will be a means of solving our worst problem of meat supplies.
Poultry -meat
The consumption of poultry-meat in this country, unlike that of other classes of meat, is limited by price rather than by coupons. At present considerable supplies are coming from continental Europe but here, again as with pigs, there is considerable risk to our own poultry industry from the introduction of fowl pest. It is, therefore, good to hear that increase in supplies from Australia is likely (Heywood, 1950) . T o what extent this trade will develop depends largely on price for, unlike with other meats at the present time, the amount consumed depends on price to the consumer.
